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• THE TIMELINE OF DR. BOB'S LAST DRINK 11 
G a 
■ 

11 
m Sunday, June 9: Dr. Bob travels from Akron to Atlantic City, 
II 

• and begins drinking on the train . 

• 
11 Monday, June 10: First day of the AMA Convention. Bob • 
11 managed to stay sober until dinner, but began drinking again 
11 after the evening meal. 
■ 

• 
11 Tuesday, June 11: Second day of the AMA Convention. Bob • ■ begins drinking again in the morning and has no clear memory 
■ of anything until three days later. 
• 
■ 

■ Wednesday, June 12: Black out drunk. 
• • ■ Thursday, June 13: Black out drunk. 
■ 

• ■ Friday, June 14: The last day of the AMA Convention. Dr. Bob 
■ makes it back to Akron where he is picked up by his office • ■ nurse at the train station that morning. He begins a three day 
■ process of sobering up. 
• • ■ Saturday, June 15: Sobering up. 

• • • Sunday, June 16: Sobering up. 

• ■ Monday, June 17: Dr. Bob has his last drink that morning, a 
• bottle of beer to calm his shaking hands and nerves before • • performing a surgery at Akron City Hospital. The patient 
• survived and Bob never drank again. 
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A.M.A. 
CONVENTION 1935 

June 10 - June14 

June 9 Sunday : Dr. Bob starts drinking on the train on the 
way to Atlantic City, N.J. And buys several 
quarts and checks into Atlantic City hotel. 

June 10 Monday : He stays sober until after dinner. 
June 11 Tuesday : He starts drinking in the morning and 

later checks out of hotel. 
June 12 Wednesday : He is in a blackout - likely for more 

than 24 hours. 
June 13 Thursday : Blackout continues - may have arrived 

at Akron train station. 
June 14 Friday : Picked up by nurse in the morning at the 

train station then picked up by Bill at the 
nurse's house - 5 days after leaving. This 
is day 1 of 3-day dry out period with Bill. 

.June 15 Saturday : Day 2 of dry out period . 

.June 16 Sunday : Day 3 of dry out period. 
June 17 Monday : Day of surgery - Bill gives Bob a beer -

his last drink - and a gootball. This 
occurs 3 days after Bob's return. 



r DR. BOB'S LAST DRINK 

WllEN DID DR. BOB HAVE HIS LAST DRINK? 

In 2007, thanks to the dedicated research of Arthur S., a past presenter and A.A. historian 
from Arlington, TX, it was clearly established that Dr. Bob's last drink could not have 
taken place on June I 0, 1935 as is commonly believed and even printed in Dr. Bob and 
the Good Old-Timers. So how did Arthur come to this conclusion? 

Arthur obtained an image of the cover of the American Medical Association (AMA) 
meeting program from 1935. The cover clearly states that the 1935 AMA meeting ran 
from June 10 to June 14, 193 5. He corroborated those dates with 3 other independent 
sources in the AMA Archives. 

Reconstructing the timeline of Dr. Bob's trip to Atlantic City and the events that 
transpired afterwards, Arthur detennined that Dr. Bob's last drink actually took place 
on June 17, 193S! 

THE TIMELINE OF DR. BOB'S LAST DRINK 

Sunday, June 9: Dr. Bob travels from Akron to Atlantic City, and begins drinking on the 
train. 

Monday, June 10: First day of the AMA Convention. Bob managed to stay sober until 
dinner, but began drinking again after the evening meal. 

Tuesday, June 11: Second day of the AMA Convention. Bob begins drinking again in 
the morning and has no clear memory of anything until three days later. 

Wednesday, June 12: Black out drunk. 

Thursday, June 13: Black out drunk. 

Friday, June 14: The last day of the AMA Convention. Dr. Bob makes it back to Akron 
where he is picked up by his office nurse at the train station that morning. He begins a 
three day process of sobering up. 

Saturday, June lS: Sobering up. 

Sunday, June 16: Sobering up. 

Monday, June 17: Dr. Bob has his last drink that morning, a bottle of beer to calm his 
shaking hands and nerves before performing a surgery at Akron City Hospital. The patient 
survived and Bob never drank again. 

Tuesday, June 18: Dr. Bob's first day sobriety. 
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